On 7, September 1970, we observed a Gyrfalcon (Falco rusticolus) on a seabird
the Sea of Okhotsk. On this transect line, the following seabird species had occurred; 5 dark-phased Northern Fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis), 1 Black-footed Albatross (Diomedea nigripes), 1 Short-tailed Shearwater (Puffinus tenuirostris), and 10 unidentifiable ducks. The Gyrfalcon that we observed circled round the ship three times within 10 meters altitude from the sea surface and disappeared. Photos of the bird are shown external features were as follows. Underparts of the Gyrfalcon in Plate 1-A are "whitish with unstreaked chin and throat, scattered brown drop-lihe spots on sides of neck and upperbreast, denser longitudinal spots on the lower breast and belly." Upperparts of the bird in Plate 1-B and 1-C are "slate-grey, with pale grey or whitish feather edging giving a scaly appearance to wing coverts, mantle, back and tail-coverts. Primaries are grey-brown, with whitish cross-bars on the inner webs secondaries are barred slate and whitish. Tail is distinctly barred darh brown and greyish-white." Therefore, the Gyrfalcon in Plate 1 would belong to grey phase, but its age stage could not be identified.
Though the distribution of Gyrfalcons is mainly restricted to Arctic regions even in the winter season, some migrate southwards to northern parts of Eurasia and North America during winter (Brown and Amadon 1968). Judging from the sighting position, the Gyrfalcon of this report may have taken an oceanic route from Siberia to northern Sakhalin. The main prey items of Gyrfalcons consist of various sized birds from passerines to large ducks and also including many seabird species (Brown and Amadon 1968) . During the period of our seabird survey from mid-August to mid-September in the Sea of Okhotsk, we observed many small flocks of small birds such as Wagtails (Motaciiia spp.) and Buntings (Emberiza spp.), as well as ducks and geese, migrating southward from Siberia and/or Kamchatka to Sakhalin and/or northern Japan. Thus the Gyrfalcon of this report may have followed the prey birds which were migrating to wintering areas.
Recently, the Gyrfalcon was listed as one of the rare birds to be protected in the Soviet Far East (Kretschmar and Nasarenko 1989 
